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To  the  CHAIHiiAN  and  L1IEI®ERS, 

BRIERFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Gentlemen, 

I have  recently  received  from  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No,  2067, 
which  states  timt,  in  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of 
work  in  the  public  health  department  of  local  authorities 
and  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper,  the 
Minister  considers  that  interim  reports  only  should  be  made 
for  the  year  1939.  These  reports  must  be  confined  to 
essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  public 
health  during  the  year,  but  suitable  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  preservation  of  all  records  and  statistics  In 
order  that,  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  a report 
can  be  made  dealing  more  fully  with  the  period  from  the 
beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last  complete  year, 
giving  separate  statistics  for  each  year  in  order  that  the 
annual  records  may,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  continuous 
and  complete. 

I have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  submitting  for  your 
consideration  the  following  Interim  Report  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  Conditions  and  Public  Health  Administration  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Brierfield  for  the  year  ended  31st; 

December,  1939. 


mTlSTICS  m SOCIAL  conditions . 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1939 
fteoordlng  to  the  rate  books  was  2,460,  the  Rateable  Value 
being  £43#  330  ‘t'he  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £l8l. 
The  social  conditions  were  good;  the  chief  industry 
Is  ootton  weaving,  and  there  was  very  little  unemployment 
In  the  District  during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.  79  Births  belonging  to  the  District  occurred 

during  1939,  as  follows 

Males.  Females.  TOTAL. 

Live  Births  3?  40  77 

Still  Births  2 - 2 

'Y9“ 


INFANT 

MOOTQuITY.  4 children  under  1 year  of  age  died  during 


the  year,  as  follows 

Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female. 


Premature  Birth 

ti  tt 

Broncho-Pneumonia 
Cardiac  Failure 


1 

1 


1 

1 


Age. 

12  hours 
10  ” 

10  months 
6 days 


DEATHS.  Comparative  particulars  with  regard  to  deaths 

are  given  in  the  following  table.  From  these  it 
will  be  seen  that  31*5^  "the  total  deaths  belonging 
to  Brierfield  occurred  outside  the  District. 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

111 

79 

99 

100 

Male  Deaths 

56 

43 

43 

42 

Female  Deaths 

55 

36 

56 

58 

DEATHS  OUTSIDE 

DISTRICT  35 

26 

32 

41 

The  following  table  gives  thb  ages. .at  whJ.ch«.9eath 
ocourredj  also  the  causes  of  all  deaths  belonging  to  Brlerf:',eld 
during  the  year  1939s- 


SUia‘IARY^OF_DEATHS. 


Under 

1 

Year 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25  i 
to  ! 
65  ; 

i 

1 

I 

Over  ! 
65  ! 

i 

TOT. 

Tubercul 0 sis 

o 

2 

1 i 

5 

Heart  Disease 

6 

15  i 

19 

Chr-cnl  0 N ephr  it  is 

1 

1 1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Cai’diac  Failure 

1 

1 

T 

X 

Cancer 

5 

5 

10 

C e r‘ cbral  Hacane  .ge 

4 

2 

6 

Senility 

8 

8 

Bronchi  tie 

4 

4 

kvtovio  Sclerosis 

6 

16 

22 

Influenza 

2 

3 

5 

Prematurity 

c 

2 

0 er  ebral  Tlirombo  s .1 3 

1 

2 

3 

Coronary  Throiabosis 

1 

1 

Epjl opsy 

1 

1 

Accident 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Ang  na  Pectoris 

1 

1 

'Olircnio  Asthma 

1 

1 

2 

Lues 

1 

1 

Aolastic  Anaemia 

1 

1 

Peliriuio  Tremens 

1 

1 

Diebetes 

1 

1 

Uterine  Fibroids 

1 

1 

Rlieimiatism 

1 

1 

Chrcnic  Anaemia 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

1 

Chronic  Melancholia 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

1 

1 ^ 
f- 

2 

41 

111 

CLINICS  TREATOMT  CENTRES. 

MATEPINITY  Tais  scrvj  ce  is  under  the  direction  and  control 

AND  CHn.D 

YTELPABE.  of  the  District  C uncil.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  times  of  opening  with  the  exception  of  a 
Diphtlieria  Immunisation  Clinic  which  is  held,  when 
necessary,  on  Mondays  from  ll«Ooa^rac  to  ISoOcnoon. 

SAIilTARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

WATERo  Brierfield  is  supplied  with  a constant  supply 

of  water  frcin  the  Mains  of  the  Nelson  Corporation, 
and  tliere  were  no  new  sources  of  siipply  during  the 
year,  the  only  extensions  to  mains  in  Brierfield 
v;ere  new  4"  and  y'  mains  laid  on  Mansfield  Estate 
to  a Housing  Scheme  of  36  houses. 


SEWAGE  h'x  extensions  to  sewers  or  sewage  works  v/ere 

DJ.rCPOSAL, 

made  during  the  year,  and  the  existing  services 
and  arrangements  have  been  efficient] y maintained 


CLOSET  2 Pail  Closets  and  1 Waste  Water  Clcset  were 

AGCOIMODATION  , 

converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  during  the  year. 
There  are  only  approximately  20  Pail  Closets  in  the 
District,  at  isolated  cottages  in  Marsden  Height Sc 


SCAVENGINGo  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council's  own 

workmen,  with  a two-ton  '-Karrier'*  tipping  waggon. 
Domestic  Refuse  is  colleoted  free  cf  charge  from 
private  houses,  shops  and  mills,  and  disposed  of 
at  the  Council’s  Destructoro 

The  following  number  of  loads  were  removed  during 
the  years- 

Domestic  Refuse  (Ashes  etc«)  tippedo , IO8 

Pail  Closets  Refuse,  c- w 199 

Sweepings  removed  from  roads. 117 

Shop  Refuse  destroy edo ....  ,0.  * r .o  .......  . 242 

Dcraestlo  Refuse  Pestroyedo  1760 

BIN 

Fish.  Sh.op  Refuse  Destroyed,.  . . c 267 

Slaughterhouse  Refuse  Destroyed.. 1^8 


3ANI7ARY  INSPECTION 


Notices 

'InopectionB  Prelira  Statutory 

Nuisance 3 

Inspections  2C3  23 


Heiaedied 


74 


ERADICATION  OF  BSD  3UG-S  DURING-  :j939o 


Houses  found  to  be  infested * 4 

Houses  disinfastedy 4 


Disinfestation  is  by  means  of  Clmcx’-  poison 
gasy  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner  or  occupier* 

HOUSING^ 

STATISTIyS.  n Number  of  new  houses  erected  duringthe  yeai'’:- 

By  the  Local  Authority  (With  State  assistance) .... c . 36 

By  ether  bodies  or  persons. 6 

CONDITIONS.  Generally,  the  houses  are  well  built  of  stone,  most  are 
through  houses  and  in  good  condition. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war,  no  new  houses  have  been  erectedv 

HOUSING  A'-'b-Ousing  scheme  of  36  houses  has  been  completed,  whilst 

S^T^/fES. 

a contract  for  the  erection  of  64  houses  has  been  stopped 
by  the  Contractor  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  war-time 
conditions. 

CLSARANCS  & Tenants  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  have  been  re-housed 
AREAS,  in  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  of  36  houses  completed 

during  1939- 

INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

DAIRIES,  The  milk  supply  is  plentiful  and  its  quality 

GOWSKEDS  & 

MILKv^-iOPS,  wholesome,  and  it  is  distributed  throughout  the  district 


directly,  chiefly  by  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity. 

Retail  Lilk  Purveyors  registered  with  the  Council.......  67 

irwiduoerG  of  Milk  registered  wdth  the  Council, 5 


Periodically,  bacteriological  examinations  of 
samples  of  milk  are  made  by  the  County  Council. 


FErlodical  Inspections  of  places  where  food  Ig  prepared 
have  been  made,  and  the  premises  generally  have  been 
found  t..  be  in  g.-'id. order 

IvISAa.  Slaughterhouses  v/ere  visited  at  times  of 

slaughter  until  the  outbreak  of  war  when,  owing  to  meat 
rationing,  all  slaughtering  was  transfev  :<d  to  Central 
Aba,ttoirso 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  visited  upon 
notification,  and  vdiere  patients  are  not  transferred  to 
Isolation  Hospital  they  are  isolated  in  one  room  of  the  houd 
Disinfectants  af^e  kept  at  the  Town  Hall  and  supplies  are 
given  to  necessitous  cases « Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Tetanua 
Antitoxin  are  also  issued  free  to  Medical  Practitioners 
on  application. 

DIPHTHERIA..  A mild  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred  early  in  ! 

March,  when  throat  swabs  were  taken  from  60  children  at 

School,  resulting  in  10  positive  cases ^ 

DIPHTHERIA  ‘ The  scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 

IIECUNJBATlONo 

Diphtheria  has  met  with  a better  response,  32  children 
receiving  treatment  during  the  yearc  I8  of  these  were 
children  under  5 years  of  age,  the  remaining  14  being 
children  attending  school,  I have  continued  to  give  talks  j 
of  the  value  of  inmaunisation,  and,  during  December.  1939, 
circular  letters  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  children 
in  the  Urban  District  explaining  the  scheme  and  giving  them 
the  opportunity  of  free  treatment. 

The  following  tables  give  the  total  number-"  of  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  and  the  ages,  during  1939 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING-  THE  YEAR  1939 


TUBSICUIOSIS. 


Age  Periods 


CASES  AlH)  MORTALITY  LURIWa  1930, 


.I'l2W  Cases 

Non- 

P'jLlmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  F,  M,  F. 


Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 


0 - 
1 •*  5 


5 » 10 

1 

10  • 15 

15  - 20 

1 

A ' 1 

* 

20  ••  25 

2 1 

1 

25  • 35 

35  - 45 

45  - 55 

1 

1 

1 

55  65 

1 

65  and  upwards  1 1 


Fon- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


TOTALS 


5 3 2 2 


1 2 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

spsciMENS  exami:;:fd  duriitg-  year  1939. 

Sv»;ahs  for  Diphtheria Positive  12,  Negative  84 

Enteric  Fever Positive  0.  Negative  2 

Miscellaneous  (Blood  V^idal),.«  Positive  0.  Negative  1 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  a certified  Midwife 

to  make  the  following  attendances : - 

MIDWIFERY  CASES 26 

MATERNITY  NUPL'rNl  CASES ... 17 

MISCARRIAGES  MIDWIFERY 2 

MISCARRIAGES  MATERNITY  NURSING 2 


Arrangements  viiere  made  for  Home  Helps  to  attend 
in  15  Cases,  Grants  in  aid  of  hospital  accommodation  in 
3 Cases  and  Maternity  Outfits  to  be  supplied  in  2 cases., 


BIHTHS*  Niimber  of  Births  notifiecl  during  the  year  tinder  txio 
ITotifloation  of  Births  Act,  1907,  Section  203  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  Section  255  of  the  Ptiblio 
Health  (London)  Act,  1936,  as  adjusted  by  any 
transferred  notifications;- 

(a)  LIVE  BIRTHS 

(b)  STILL  ^ 

(c)  TOTAL  BIRTHS 

(d)  BY  ■ 

(e)  BY  LOCTOR3  AHD  PARENTS 


HEALfri 


Humber  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health 


Visitor: - 

(1)  To  expectant  mothers: 


First  Visits , . , . 
Total  Visits  . 


(11)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age: First  Visits...* 
' ' Total  Visits.... 


(Ill)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 to 


61 

356 

82 

843 


1328 


IHFAIIT 

YElFAHE 

UehtTY^. 


Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Centre 
during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 


attendance,  were:- 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  

(11  )Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 


72 

8 


attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were; - 

(I)  Under  1 year  of  age 

(II)  Over  1 jT-ear  of  age 


AHT2-HATAL  & 


Number  of  women  who  attended  ante-natal  clinics 

during  the  year 

Total  number  of  attendances 


58 

549 


Number  of  women  who  attended  post-natal  clinics 

d uring  the  year 

Total  number  of  attendances 


>tal  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally  examined 
id  of  cases  post-natally  examined  during  the  3; ear, 
ider  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  with  priva 
?dical  practitioners ;- 


(1)  Ante -natal  cases  examined. 
Ill)  Post-natal  cases  examined 


23 

21 


SUTTLY  OP 

CTir-mr 
ITOIJ 


Irisd  milfc  Is  supplied  at  llio  Centime  for  Itooetant 

♦ 

Xursinf? ‘Kothera  and  children  nuiO-or  5 years  ci 
free,  or  at  leas  than  cost  in  nece.uitctrs 

The  toti,l  ^v^ntity  of  dried  nilk  supplioa  durleii:  Iri^ 
year  to  atove  ca^as iDrlel  Y — J.; 

amiher  o£  xvonen  who  died  In*  or  i]i  oonsecurnee  of, 
c'^ir-ih^^th  during  the  year;- 


C " ! . rep«!ia « . 

other 


-»  '•V4«|  «•  * V 


- W i»V  Q 
1 


I'r^bor  of  there  carca  rhlch  died:- 


C;^  It  hrn;> 

(n)  l*i  Institutional  • 


..'ene. 


The  iHinufiLl  ana  Chi  If?:  on ircat  vvis  hhlh 

aa  in-  the  Church  t?triool« 

A body  of  lady  heip*?5:*e  has  again  leen  of  g^fnat 
in  tha  carry lr.5  ou  the  -A'cnk  of  the  Centro,  nnt!  their 
fc^onvlcos  ui*e  aueh  iippreciatoi , 

Ihono  have  hoc»n  tie  t?i.ses  of  nicjcaoes  or  Inin  l./ry  v;>iicb 
h?h.*-3  horii  jLpficially  noto;;orthy  la  the  area  daring  the 
p&r.Uvi  vneer  roview,  nor  Oiiy  eondiaionn  of  enYircn*-/’:-it 
or  occupation  vy.hicii  appear  to  Lave  had  a pi*t.Juuicial 
effect  on  health o 


I an,  Gent lemon, 
Yonr  ohedic: 


/I 

[J 


: it  ^ 

' • «.w  • « ^ 


— 1-  r g:  - ■ tTr*  i‘t  -.  i 

•— J*-' ju  ^xX'XwAl'k  .,'f‘  Il-w. 


